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Part 1: THE CRISIS FACING RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS IN THE UK 

Religious schools in this country are now facing an existential threat to their continued 

existence. The ability of a large part of the orthodox Jewish community to remain in Britain 

hangs in the balance. The background of how we got into this unthinkable situation will now 

be explained. 

On January 5th, 2015, a new law came into effect setting out a new set of standards for 

Independent schools. This law contained new requirements, most of which were acceptable 

to Jewish and religious schools generally. However, a few of the new requirements, were 

potentially problematic, although much depended on the actual interpretation of how these 

requirements should be met. Schools were now required to actively promote fundamental 

British values and encourage respect for others, having particular regard to the nine 

protected characteristics1 mentioned in the Equality Act of 2010. These included those who 

have reassigned their gender, and those who have a different sexual orientation.2 Despite 

concern at the time, “the Government took pains to assure faith schools that they will not 

be obliged to promote beliefs that are contrary to their religious doctrines but simply to 

teach pupils to respect others even if their beliefs are at odds with their own.”3  

However, in practice the way the DfE (Department of Education) has interpreted these 

standards has made it highly problematic for private faith schools to comply. As a result, in 

November 2017, Ofsted published a report that judged 49% of all faith schools as “less that 

good” and 26% as “inadequate”. 81 out 139 Muslim schools were criticised, 31 out 58 

Jewish schools and 35 out of 105 Christian schools.4 Ofsted themselves explained that the 

reason for this was that “faith schools were failing to meet the new standards introduced by 

the DfE [in 2015]”.5 Amanda Spielman, the head of Ofsted, claimed that “Private faith 

schools run by religious conservatives are deliberately resisting British values and equalities 

law.”6 

In March of this year, the DfE published a draft version of its own understanding of the 

new standards. Its purpose was to help the schools comply with the new Government 

requirements. Unfortunately, many elements of the new draft are impossible for most faith 

schools to implement. The DfE itself acknowledges this and expects that many faith schools 

will have to close down. They write:  

1) “Small faith schools tend to have greater difficulty in meeting the standards and are 

disproportionately likely to be the subject of DfE action.”7   

                                                           
1 The protected characteristics are a) Age; b) Disability; c) Gender reassignment; d) Marriage and civil 
partnership; e) Pregnancy and maternity; f) Race; g) Religion or belief; h) Sex; i) Sexual orientation. 
2 The first term refers to a person who changes his or her sex through medical procedure and the second refers 
to same-sex relationships and marriage. See Part 2 below. 
3 www.farrer.co.uk/news/briefings/the-new-independent-school-standards/  
4 www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-
31-august-2017  38% of all independent Jewish were classed as “inadequate”. 
5 Ibid. “DfE” stands for “Department of Education”. Ofsted is the government body that inspects schools. 
6 www.theguardian.com/education/2017/dec/13/disadvantage-no-excuse-for-poor-school-performance-
ofsted-chief  
7 https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy
%20statement.pdf    End of page 2  

http://www.farrer.co.uk/news/briefings/the-new-independent-school-standards/
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31-august-2017
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31-august-2017
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/dec/13/disadvantage-no-excuse-for-poor-school-performance-ofsted-chief
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/dec/13/disadvantage-no-excuse-for-poor-school-performance-ofsted-chief
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
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2) “Greater compliance may conflict with the religious beliefs of some groups.”8 

3) “Even though children may have to go to a different school and this might not be the 

school of the families’ choice, the enforcement would ultimately be to the benefit of 

the children because they are entitled to a satisfactory education.” 

4)  “The obligations placed on the school under the ISS9 which is the basis for the 

enforcement action may not accord with the views of the parents and/or child .. in 

any event in the Government’s view the standards are there in the wider interests of 

the children even if parents and children do not agree with them in all respects. 

These are legitimate aims which a State may impose.”10 

The DfE claims that the new draft document contains nothing which is essentially new. They 

write: “The proposed document offers schools advice on how they should meet the 

independent school standards. Its effect is arguably limited as it is setting out advice on what 

is already the law.”11 This is highly debatable since their interpretation of the 2015 law 

contains many things that are not necessarily implicit in the original law. A prime example is 

the following. The law (Part 1, 2.2 (a)) requires, “full-time supervised education for pupils of 

compulsory school age which gives pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 

technological, human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative education.”12 Somehow 

or other the DfE sees within this the following requirement: “Independent schools may 

teach creationism as part of a belief system but it should not be presented as having a 

similar or superior evidence base to scientific theories.”13 

According to the DfE, the main innovation they are intending to introduce is that they 

should now be able to close down schools that do not comply with the School Standards 

far more quickly. They write: “It should be noted that the policy statement embodies 

proposals which represent a significant change in existing policy. Currently, if a school 

submits an action plan and this is rejected by the Secretary of State, it is normal practice for 

a school to be allowed at least two progress monitoring inspections before enforcement 

action is considered. Under the new policy, enforcement action is likely to be taken in most 

cases after only one such inspection, or even immediately after rejection of the action plan.” 

In practice this means that the faith schools that are presently classed as “inadequate” 

would very soon be closed down. Based on the Government figures published in November 

2017, this would cause the closure of 80 schools. Another 68 would be under threat. This is 

                                                           
8 consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateEnforcementPolicyv3.0.pdf  Part 2 
9 Independent Schools Standards 
10 https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy
%20statement.pdf   Page 2 
11 https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateISSGuidancev3.0.pdf  Part 2 
12 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/pdfs/uksi_20143283_en.pdf Page 5 
13 https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf Page 8, Section 13. 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateEnforcementPolicyv3.0.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateEnforcementPolicyv3.0.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/UNCRC%20assessment%20%20regulatory%20and%20enforcement%20policy%20statement.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateISSGuidancev3.0.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/TheEqualitiesLogBlankTemplateISSGuidancev3.0.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/pdfs/uksi_20143283_en.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf
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about half the total number of private faith schools in the country.14 The effect of such 

action would clearly be catastrophic.  

From all this we see that faith schools are now facing an existential threat to their 

continued existence in this country. Research has revealed that orthodox Jewish schools 

would now be able to operate more freely in Russia than in the UK. There they would be 

able to teach religious belief unhindered and here they are under threat of forced closure. Is 

this great country slipping imperceptibly into some sort of liberal dictatorship? Is there any 

future for orthodox Jewry in the UK?  

Many people seem to feel that it is only a few badly run faith schools that are under threat 

and if they would just improve their standards, they would be able to continue. But we have 

seen that this is a completely false impression. The DfE has itself has stated explicitly that 

many faith schools will simply not be able to meet the new requirements and that many of 

them will have to close down. On many occasions these schools are rated as excellent 

academically and in every other aspect, except that they fail to teach about such matters as 

same-sex relationships.15 The DfE feel that they know what is to the child’s benefit more 

than the parents and the children themselves. They believe it is the role of the State to 

override the views of the parents and children because they are obliged to intervene for the 

common good. This is an extremely alarming situation and we need to do all that we can to 

prevent this. If not, the consequences may be disastrous. 

In the next section, we will bring those parts of the DfE’s new guidelines which faith schools 

find it either impossible or very difficult to fulfil.  

  

                                                           
14 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-
outcomes-as-at-31-august-2017  
15 See report about Vishnitz girls school below, where they were failed for meeting this requirement even 
though the age of pupils is only from three to eight. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31-august-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-association-independent-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31-august-2017
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Part 2: THE IMPOSSIBLE REQUIREMENTS 

We will now bring the main sections of the new draft guidelines published by the DfE in 

March 2018 that present difficulties to faith schools.16 

CREATIONISM  

Paragraph 13: “Independent schools may teach creationism as part of a belief system but it 

should not be presented as having a similar or superior evidence base to scientific theories.” 

As mentioned above, this requirement has no basis in the new law passed in January 2015. 

It is patently impossible for any faith school to fulfil this. It is basically requiring us to say 

that we believe that G-d created the world but that factual evidence contradicts this. Apart 

from the impossibility of teaching this, it is not even true. One can easily claim that an 

intelligent analysis of the wonders and complexity of the natural world lead one to the 

inevitable conclusion that there must be a Creator. To ban such a viewpoint is simply 

shocking. 

 

SEX EDUCATION  

Paragraph 17: “It should be noted that there is currently no requirement for sex education to be 

provided in independent schools. However, this will change when the requirements in the Children 

and Social Work Act 2017 are implemented.” 

Section 34 of this Act puts a duty on all primary schools to provide relationships education 

and on all secondary schools to provide relationships and detailed sex education.17 

Furthermore, the government’s own website seems to suggest that teachers in religious 

schools may even be required to teach same-sex marriages as an equally valid alternative to 

conventional marriage.18  

All this is against the ethos of orthodox Jewish schools and they will be unable to teach it. 

 

PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS19  

The ISS law of 2015 (2.2) states: 

“[The school must provide education] which encourages respect for other people paying 

particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the 2010 [Equality] Act.” 

The DfE guidelines instruct as follows (Paragraphs 18, 46 and 58): 

“The requirement is that the .. curriculum must be designed to encourage respect for other 

people, with particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 

2010. It is not sufficient for a school to say that it meets this standard because its curriculum 

encourages respect for all people in a general way; that is not paying particular regard to 

                                                           
16 https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-
system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf All excerpts from the DfE 
draft guidelines can be accessed on this link. 
17 In the orthodox Jewish community, these matters would normally be taught in a private way at an age 
appropriate for each individual group within the community.  
18 https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06103#fullreport  
19 These include “gender reassignment” and “sexual orientation”. The Collins dictionary defines gender 
reassignment as “the process of changing a person's sex from male to female or from female to male with 
an operation and other medical procedures.” Sexual orientation is defined as “a person's sexual identity in 
relation to the gender to which they are attracted; the fact of being heterosexual, homosexual, or bisexual.” 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/operating-the-independent-school-regulatory-system/supporting_documents/180214%20%20ISSAdvice%20v13.0draftforCS.pdf
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06103#fullreport
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sex_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/male
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/operation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/medical
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/procedure
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protected characteristics… We would expect .. children to know about the protected 

characteristics… Generalised ‘respect’ [of the protected characteristics] without any greater 

degree of understanding is not sufficient to meet this standard….. ‘Respect’ …requires 

acceptance that other people [e.g. those in same-sex marriage] may be different and that it 

is equally valid.” 

This issue is presently one of the most problematic for faith schools. It is clearly stated in the 

Bible that same-sex relations and marriage are forbidden. This is what our religion requires 

us to teach. Gender reassignment is also prohibited. In the past it was sufficient to teach the 

tremendous importance of tolerance and acceptance of views different from our own 

without describing and explaining these different lifestyles. But we cannot teach our 

children about same-sex relations and marriage and tell them that it is equally valid. This 

contradicts our religion. Ofsted even requires us to teach these things to young children in 

Primary school. 
 

OFSTED INSPECTORS QUESTIONING SCHOOLCHILDREN ON THEIR OWN 

Paragraph 39 “Even if the school’s curriculum documents are acceptable in relation to the 

fundamental British values, it is possible for teachers to convey in their teaching that either 

the values are wrong, or that they do not apply to the community served by the school… In 

order to assess compliance with the standard inspectors will check pupils’ understanding, in 

an age-appropriate way, of the concepts listed.” 

Ofsted inspectors regularly demand to question our schoolchildren without the presence of 

teachers or staff. They may then question them to check if they have been taught about the 

specifics of same-sex relationships or if they have been taught that Creationism has an equal 

evidence base to scientific theories etc. Apart from giving the impression that they suspect 

us of giving false information, this has also, on occasions, traumatised children who have 

been asked age-inappropriate questions for someone of a religious background.20  
 

GENERAL INSENSITIVITY TO RELIGIOUS VIEWS 

The guidelines of the DfE generally show an insensitivity to religious views that differ from 

their own and promote a liberal ideology as the only viable one. Examples of this are: 

Paragraph 27: “Schools will also have to be able to show that the children are being 

prepared for engagement with communities where gender mixing is common.” 

In our communities, gender mixing is not common and we need to prepare our children for 

the community we expect them to be entering. 

Paragraph 78 “..An effective anti-bullying strategy will ensure that pupils are taught about 

the dangers of cyber-bullying and sexting - even if pupils in a particular faith community are 

not meant to use mobile phones, or have limited access to the internet.” 

Since many of our schoolchildren have very limited access to the internet, to teach these 

issues would most likely have the opposite effect to that intended, by introducing them to 

ideas that would never come into their life experience. The very concept of teaching them 

about “sexting” would involve explaining concepts that would be damaging to them. The 

policy needs to be much more flexible and adapted to each individual community. 

                                                           
20 https://www.thejc.com/comment/columnists/charedi-schools-extremism-melanie-phillips-ofsted-louise-
casey-1.461467 See the entire article there which gives an excellent overview of the current crisis. 

https://www.thejc.com/comment/columnists/charedi-schools-extremism-melanie-phillips-ofsted-louise-casey-1.461467
https://www.thejc.com/comment/columnists/charedi-schools-extremism-melanie-phillips-ofsted-louise-casey-1.461467
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Part 3: OFSTED’S TREATMENT OF FAITH SCHOOLS 

CASE 1. Vishnitz Girls School 

The following report from the Independent newspaper 26/6/2017 concerning Ofsted’s 

failure of Vishnitz Girls School on three separate occasions21 sums up the totally 

unacceptable and absurd situation we now find ourselves in. 

A private faith school in London has failed its third Ofsted inspection for refusing to teach its 

pupils about homosexuality. Inspectors visiting Vishnitz Girls School [which accepts girls from 

age three to eight!!!]  in north London last month said the Orthodox school does not give 

pupils “a full understanding of fundamental British values”. 

Pupils were not taught about LGBT22 issues such as ‘sexual orientation’, which are in breach 

of equality laws. “This restricts pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development!!!!  

and does not promote equality of opportunity in ways that take account of differing 

lifestyles,” inspectors reported. “The school’s culture is, however, clearly focused on 

teaching pupils to respect everybody, regardless of beliefs and lifestyle. While school 

leaders recognise the requirement to teach about the protected characteristics as set out in 

the Equality Act 2010… they acknowledge that they do not teach pupils about all the 

protected characteristics, particularly those relating to gender re-assignment and sexual 

orientation. This means that pupils have a limited understanding of the different lifestyles 

and partnerships that individuals may choose in present-day society.”  

The school .. was praised in other areas, including the fact teachers had “good subject 

knowledge and high-quality classroom resources”. 

Just last week, the new Ofsted chief Amanda Spielman gave a speech on the importance of 

teaching “fundamental British values” within schools. “Private schools which do not meet 

Ofsted requirements – which include consideration of spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development of pupils - must improve or face closure.” 

Gill Robins from the Christians in Education campaign group criticised the decision, writing in 

a blog post: “It’s now been made crystal clear by Ofsted that the Equality Act is actually 

hierarchical, with sexual orientation and gender reassignment at the apex of the Act. “All 

equalities are equal but some equalities are more equal than others. “Ofsted has revealed 

its true agenda. It doesn’t matter how good your school is in all other respects – simply 

refusing to teach very young children about gender reassignment will lead to your 

closure.” 

The faith school is one of seven known to have failed Ofsted inspections within recent 

weeks…   

 
  

                                                           
21 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/private-jewish-school-lgbt-issues-fail-
ofsted-inspection-vishnitz-girls-london-orthodox-sex-british-a7809221.html  
22 This is an abbreviation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ofsted
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/children-taught-british-values-school-reslience-terror-ofsted-chief-amanda-spielman-a7804656.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/children-taught-british-values-school-reslience-terror-ofsted-chief-amanda-spielman-a7804656.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/private-jewish-school-lgbt-issues-fail-ofsted-inspection-vishnitz-girls-london-orthodox-sex-british-a7809221.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/private-jewish-school-lgbt-issues-fail-ofsted-inspection-vishnitz-girls-london-orthodox-sex-british-a7809221.html
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CASE 2. Bnos Zion of Bobov 

In 2014, before the new legislation the school received the following good report as 

reported by the Jewish Chronicle:23 

A Chasidic girls' primary school in Stamford Hill has impressed Ofsted inspectors. 

Bnos Zion of Bobov, an independent school for 158 girls aged from three to 12 serving the 

Bobov Chasidic community, was rated good after a visit from Ofsted, with the behaviour and 

care of pupils found to be outstanding. Pupils "achieve well" at key stages during their time 

at the school and made good progress in reading and writing, with an excellent grasp of 

spelling and grammar. 

In the nursery, inspectors found that "most children are at the early stages of learning 

English. All rapidly develop fluency in English and become bilingual, with Yiddish as their first 

language. A number are multilingual. By the end of reception, most children have made 

good progress and exceed a good level of development." 

However last year, after the new legislation, they were failed as reported on the official 

Schools Week website24: 

“Religious private schools that have repeatedly failed their legal equality duties have 

nevertheless been allowed to remain open – often with leaders still in key positions, Schools  

Week can reveal. 

The latest batch of inspection reports from Ofsted list two such schools ignored rules set out 

in the 2010 Equality Act and failed to mention either sexual orientation or gender 

reassignment to their pupils. Bnos Zion of Bobov, a Jewish school in Hackney, was failed, for 

making “no reference to protected characteristics for sexual orientation and gender 

reassignment”. [The other school was Vishnitz girls school.] 

Secularist campaigners have now claimed that the Department for Education, which is 

responsible for monitoring independent schools that do not belong to a formal association, is 

not being clear enough that schools will be closed if they do not abide by equalities law.”  

 

SUMMARY OF OFSTED’S TREATMENT OF JEWISH SCHOOLS 
Jewish faith schools are constantly being failed for promoting a way of life that does not 

conform to modern British secular values. Schools have been accused of blacking out text 

books to cover up women’s bare arms or legs. They have been accused of teaching gender 

roles that are old-fashioned and do not prepare the children for modern society, of failing to 

teach enough about the lifestyle and culture of others. Some are accused of “spending too 

much time teaching Jewish religious studies” and are therefore “inadequately prepared for 

life in modern Britain”. Others have been criticised for presenting Creationism as fact.  

It is clear that the orthodox Jewish lifestyle promotes a world-view and values that differ 

greatly from those of modern secular Britain. But is it really the role of the state to supress 

the views of those that differ from them and to forbid that they teach them to their 

                                                           
23 https://www.thejc.com/community/community-news/stamford-hill-school-scores-well-with-ofsted-
inspectors-1.56209  
24 https://schoolsweek.co.uk/private-religious-schools-flout-equality-laws-but-remain-open/  

https://www.thejc.com/community/community-news/stamford-hill-school-scores-well-with-ofsted-inspectors-1.56209
https://www.thejc.com/community/community-news/stamford-hill-school-scores-well-with-ofsted-inspectors-1.56209
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/private-religious-schools-flout-equality-laws-but-remain-open/
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children? It is the height of irony that in the name of promoting tolerance and respect for 

others, the DfE and Ofsted show absolutely no tolerance or respect for the traditional values 

of orthodox Jews. Are we not one of the nine protected characteristics whose views must be 

treated as “equally valid”? Yet, we are described as primitive relics of the past who are 

indoctrinating our children with absurd ideas that have no place in the modern world. 

Our values and ideas have stood the test of time and we will carry on teaching them to our 

children believing fully in their value and correctness. The surrounding society has created a 

brand new ideology that differs radically from traditional British values of the past. Yet in 

their zealousness they refuse to accept there is any other valid approach to life. Would it 

not be truer to say that fundamental British values are respect for the sanctity of family life 

and the belief in the teaching of the Judeo-Christian tradition? Since when has the “spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development” of a three to eight-year-old schoolgirl depended on 

her knowledge of homosexuality, bisexuality and lesbianism? It feels like the world has gone 

mad and that British society is plummeting into a dark abyss of hysterical intolerance. 
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This section was originally written to present to political figures in the UK. 

Part 4: THE WAY FORWARD 

We have seen the existential crisis that is now facing faith schools and the religious 

community at large. We stand at a fateful juncture in the history of this great nation. 

England is a country that has always stood for decency, true tolerance and a clear 

understanding of right and wrong. It stood almost alone against that great evil of Nazi 

Germany. In living memory, it has been a bastion of enlightened respect for the Jewish 

tradition and its values. All Jews in this country have an admiration and deep appreciation of 

all that this country has done for us. Yet now with the DfE’s new draft recommendations for 

independent schools, reality has turned into a horrible nightmare. These recommendations, 

if fully implemented, would lead to the almost immediate closure of 80 faith schools and 

threaten almost half the private faith schools in the country.25 This would tear apart the 

delicate fabric that holds the different elements of our diverse society together leading to 

inevitable social unrest and instability. It is our belief that measures of such great import for 

our society should be carefully considered and examined at the highest possible level before 

being implemented. People of the highest intellectual and moral character from all the 

diverse groupings of our society should gather together to discuss these weighty matters. 

Freedom of education and its exact parameters are of an extremely delicate nature and its 

fine nuances can mean the difference between democracy and tyranny.  

The guidelines now published by the DfE do not seem to be of the calibre expected of this 

great nation.26 They are intolerant and contain internal contradictions evident to anyone 

who takes the time to study them carefully. How is it possible to say that one must respect 

and give equal validity to the lifestyle of the protected characteristics, such as gender 

orientation, and yet at the same time invalidate the lifestyle of orthodox Judaism, which is 

also a protected characteristic? We are not allowed to teach about avoiding gender mixing 

in a social context. We are not allowed to protect our children from photographs in 

textbooks that we consider unsuitable for them. Wherever our views clash with those of the 

enlightened majority they are invalidated. At the same time as preaching tolerance and 

respect to protected minorities, the DfE shows no tolerance and respect to us. 

It is of vital importance that our leading politicians take the important decision to put 

these recommendations on hold for the moment and rein in the aggressive actions of 

Ofsted against our faith schools and those of our Muslim and Christian co-religionists. They 

must then embark on an in-depth consultation with representatives of the leaders of all the 

different sectors of society. It is our opinion that this consultation should be taken out of the 

hands of the DfE which has shown itself to be singularly incapable of taking into account 

viewpoints different from its own. It should be given to a special body of members from the 

highest levels of government and the state and should include the main religious leaders in 

                                                           
25 See part 1 of this article above. 
26 These guidelines are the DfE’s interpretation of the new legislation passed in 2015 as mentioned in Part 1 of 
this article. But in reality they often seem to go far beyond anything implicit in these laws. It can also be 
claimed that they distort the true intention of these laws which was to protect minorities such as ours from 
unfair discrimination. It is these guidelines that now urgently need to be reassessed and rewritten.   
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the country. They should take the time to examine carefully all aspects of the challenges 

facing us. 

Clearly our society needs to protect itself from groups that wish to promote violent or 

intolerant behaviour to groups other than its own. But we must be extremely careful that 

we do not in the process oppress law-abiding and peace-loving communities that have 

never and will never harm or criticise the democratic rights of the rest of society. The 

orthodox Jewish community is a prime example of a peaceful and harmonious community 

whose actions are only of benefit to the wider society. Historically the tolerance shown to 

our community has always been the litmus test of the health and stability of the 

surrounding society. We beg and urge our political representatives to take the necessary 

measures to protect religious freedom in this country and return this nation to its deserved 

position of moral leadership to the rest of the enlightened world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, contact Rabbi Mordechai Rose at mordechairose@live.co.uk 

 

The umbrella organisation set up to represent all the orthodox Jewish schools in England is called 

Chinuch UK. Their email address is info@chinuchuk.org 

mailto:mordechairose@live.co.uk

